THE   POLITICS  OF  REPENTANCE
ling degeneration of the public morality of Europe is
tremendous; nevertheless, it must be plainly said that
the challenge of Fascism to the democracies is the
challenge of an inferior to a superior morality: and the
bewilderment of the democracies is due to the fact that
they do not know how to meet that challenge, without
suffering moral degradation themselves. They are
paralysed by the moral ambiguity of the situation in
which they are involved. The injustices which they
committed have indeed been righted, but by means
even more unjust. They are inhibited, mainly by
their horror of war, from opposing brute force to brute
force. They are deeply disturbed by the necessity of
treating as a civilized government one which con-
sciously glorifies brutality, and barbarically exalts the
ideal of the race over the Christian ideal of universal
humanity. It is not that the democracies have served
that ideal well; they have served it ill, if they have
served it at all. But they have at least professed it, they
have never openly repudiated it; and they are vaguely
but justly apprehensive of the moral degradation that
will ensue, if their leaders, for the sake of a peace that
is no peace, condone barbarities which are openly
flaunted to the world.
The moral problem with which the democracies are
faced to-day is truly tremendous, and surely un-
precedented. Whereas the line of their opponents is
clear, and evil, they, as political societies, have no
clear line of their own. On the level of traditional
politics no such clear line can be found. Decency, within
the limits of traditional political morality, not merely
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